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Dear All,  
  
Herewith my latest update to keep you all informed of the REME Association Reform 
Project progress.  Pretty quiet in Lyneham for the last week or so as the School is 
stood down for 2 weeks.  They’re all back next week.    

August Craftsman Magazine 

I hope you all had the chance to read our centre page spread in the August 
Craftsman magazine.  This featured a review of our Reunion held in Huddersfield in 
April and an update on the Reform Project.  The project update has generated much 
interest, with many former members of the Corps asking me for the forms to make a 
donation.  There has also been a high proportion of former officers wishing to donate 
on top of their REME Institution subscriptions.  All very pleasing and it shows that 
The REME Family sticks together.  The September magazine also carries a centre 
page spread on The REME Charity which is very interesting and informative.  If you 
have not seen it and find you wait a long time for the magazine to become available 
within your branch it is never too late to become a subscriber and the forms are 
attached. 

Annual Voluntary Charitable Donations.  Please continue the drive for all to 
complete a form within your branches and areas.  GDPR means we need your 
permission to keep in touch so please encourage all to complete the permissions 
form as a minimum.  The donation forms are for those that choose to do so.  All 
forms are attached and if you need a supply of hard copies please let Hayley know 
and she will send them in the post to you.  You will see these are in 3 x stages: 

1.         Description and GDPR permissions. 

2.         Subscriptions and donations. 

3.         Direct Debit mandate for those wishing to subscribe or donate. 

There is no pressure to donate but please, I urge you all to consider this 
carefully.  The Corps is shrinking and as a direct consequence income via the Day’s 
Pay Scheme from those currently serving to The REME Charity and Association is 
dwindling.  With your help we can do more, so any commitments to donate will be 
greatly appreciated.  The suggested amount is £15 per year but anything you are 
able to promise will be gratefully received.  Thank you for your consideration and 
please spread the word.        

Roadshows.  The dates are confirmed and I need to know the numbers attending in 
order to book lunch.   

Roadshow North – Catterick on Wed 19 Sep 18 at Hipswell Lodge, AWS 
Conference Centre, Richmond Road, Catterick, DL9 3AX.   

Roadshow South – Tidworth on Tue 30 Oct 18 at Tidworth Garrison Lecture 
Theatre, St Andrews Road, Tidworth, SP9 7EP. 
    
Both events are outside the wire so no need for car passes or security passes.  They 
will both run from 1100hrs to 1500hrs with a break for lunch 1230hrs to 1330hrs 
and I am hoping for some serving members within each Garrison to mix with 
us.  Please trawl within your branches and areas for those attending.  I need to know 
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confirmed numbers by Wed 5 Sep for Catterick and Tue 16 Oct for Tidworth.  I have 
asked your Regional Reps to control this return centrally within your regions and 
branches but I don’t mind if individuals let me know directly of their wish to attend by 
phone, email or text before those respective closing dates if that is easier for 
you.  Hope to see many of you there and spread the word.        

Defence Related Information.  As the Project develops it is clear to me that there 
are a myriad of information sites publishing useful info of interest to Veterans as well 
as those currently serving.  Such sites are both within and outside the MOD.  I see 
the passage of such information to REME Association members as a key role of the 
Centralised Hub when we have that up and running and I shall try and keep on top of 
this info spread until we are good to go with that.  The ideal method for us to make 
such info widely available is via the REME Association pages within The 
REMECharity.org website.  We will do this once we have a Members’ Portal 
available in order to control access.  In the meantime I shall include info of interest to 
all within these updates.  Please share it widely with all members of The REME 
Family.  Examples of such useful info affecting us all are:  medals, pensions, 
Veterans’ ID cards plus many more.     
  
Keep in Touch and Stay Informed 
  
The first item for you to be aware of and share is courtesy of the Corps Secretary, Lt 
Col (Retd) Mike Tizard.  Thanks Mike.  We are all aware of the NI Legacy issues we 
are reading about in the press recently and Mike is concerned that this may be 
affecting REME Veterans and wants to pass on his reassurance that RHQ REME is 
here to help anyone that may find themselves in that situation.  Here is his 
message:   
  
NI LEGACY 

Dear REME Veteran,  

You might be aware that the Government is holding a consultation about the legacy 
of the Troubles in Northern Ireland.  Many of you served there.  We would like to 
draw this important matter to your attention.  The Government introduces the 
consultation thus: 

‘More than 3,500 people were killed as a result of the Troubles. The hurt and 
suffering caused is still felt by people across Northern Ireland and beyond. The 
Troubles affected lots of different people, including victims and survivors. People 
have been affected in different ways. The Government is trying to find the best way 
to meet the needs of victims and survivors and to help people address the impact of 
the Troubles in the areas of information, justice and acknowledgement and help 
Northern Ireland transition to long term peace and stability. We need to do this in 
order to support true reconciliation and healing at a societal level. 

We want to know what you think.’ 

Veterans can take part by completing a ‘have your say’ survey at 
…     www.gov.uk/government/organisations/northern-ireland-office   Around 250,000 

https://3.exchange2010.livemail.co.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=pNhd7LUnaliy0q5kQmE1f_T1cJB7mCLJ6T0Up40YIk3N393WgwPWCA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.gov.uk%2fgovernment%2forganisations%2fnorthern-ireland-office
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UK Armed Forces personnel served in Northern Ireland under Operation BANNER, 
which ran from 1969 to 2009.  The Northern Ireland Office (NIO), responding to the 
Stormont Agreement, has launched a public consultation proposal and have invited 
those who believe that they have a view to comment on the subject of “Addressing 
The Legacy of Northern Ireland’s Past”. This invitation to comment was published on 
11 May 18  and the deadline for responses is 10 Sep 18.  Serving and veteran 
members of the REME who served on Op BANNER might well feel that they have a 
view on the subject.  If so, go to the document, comment accordingly and submit 
before the deadline. The document explains the current system of addressing the 
past and provides an overview of the related Stormont House Agreement proposals, 
including descriptions of the proposed new institutions to be created and their 
operation.  The Stormont House Agreement was reached in 2014 following 
discussions with and between the main political parties in NI, HM Government and 
the Irish Government. The way forward was seen as the setting up four new 
institutions, whose aim would be to try to meet the needs of victims and survivors. To 
achieve that HM Government has committed £150M over five years to help establish 
and develop the work. The institutions are: The Historical Investigations Unit (HIU); 
The Independent Commission of Information Retrieval (ICIR); The Oral History 
Archive (OHA) and the Implementation and Reconciliation Group (IRG). 

The Army has set up an Army Personnel Support Group (Operational Legacy) to 
assist those affected and RHQ REME is fully engaged with it.  If you have any 
questions, or are unsure of what to do, please do not hesitate to contact the Corps 
Secretary, Lt Col (Retd) Mike Tizard who is acting as the focal point on behalf of 
Colonel REME, by email on mike.tizard100@mod.gov.uk or by phone on 01249 
894520. 

Keep in Touch and Stay Informed 

ARMED FORCES PENSIONS 

The second item for you all to be aware of concerns Armed Forces 
pensions.  Anyone serving after 1975 is normally entitled to some form of Armed 
Forces Pension, provided minimum length of service is achieved.  The minimum 
service usually depends upon the respective pension scheme into which 
the individual is enrolled.  In some cases this minimum can be very low which is 
not widely known or publicised resulting in many millions of pounds lying 
unclaimed.  Unsurprisingly, the Government will not come looking for an individual 
once they reach the qualifying age, usually 60 or 65 depending upon which scheme, 
the onus is on us all to claim.  There are many former servicemen and women 
unaware they may be entitled as they think their relatively few years of service does 
not qualify.  Wrong - it may well do so.  To find out go to the link below: 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/pensions-and-compensation-for-veterans     

FORCES PENSION SOCIETY  For further pensions advice and enquiries there are 
many sources of advice and information available to Veterans.  An example is The 
Forces Pension Society and many of you I am sure will be members (as I am).  They 
do charge a membership fee but you may find it is money well spent.  The Society 
home page is at the link below:     

https://3.exchange2010.livemail.co.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=YsS2nd2uHdOagj3fWBQ5pEKCdo48eJJEXKY01AIrfv7N393WgwPWCA..&URL=mailto%3amike.tizard100%40mod.gov.uk
https://3.exchange2010.livemail.co.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=BjtAy4xRm_YKixyYNFfurdLon351vFZLEO3NkMHHiA7N393WgwPWCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2fwww.gov.uk%2fguidance%2fpensions-and-compensation-for-veterans
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https://forcespensionsociety.org/ 

Keep in Touch and Stay Informed 

Fd Army support.  You are aware that the Corps Colonel, Col Clare Phillips, wishes 
to see all REME units, both Regular and Reserve, supporting the REME Association 
whenever their commitments allow.  You all further understand that in these days of 
a shrinking Army and smaller Corps these units are extremely busy and in many 
cases under-manned.  Nevertheless, Colonel Clare wants to see serving REME 
personnel supporting Association activities wherever possible.  To that end she has 
asked me to identify where existing links are in place.  For example, the new 
Lyneham Group has superb support from 8 Trg Bn REME.  It is true we are lucky 
that we are on the doorstep of the largest concentration of REME Troops in the 
ORBAT yet a very busy unit provides support where possible.  There are other links I 
am sure.  Please let me know where these are in place either formally or informally, 
for your Regions and branches.       

Elizabeth Cross and Memorial Scroll 

There is to be a presentation and commemoration for a young Cpl (from 8th Infantry 
Workshop REME) who was killed in Cyprus in 1956.  Cpl George Cassells who died 
on 11 Jun 1956 aged 21.  Cpl Cassells served in 8 Inf Wksp with his twin brother and 
it is his brother's son who will be the medal recipient.  The presentation is due to take 
place on 28 Nov 18 at Bicester Garrison Officers’ Mess with both HM Lord-
Lieutenant of Oxfordshire and Comd 11 Inf Bde attending.  The Corps ASM, Paul 
Hembery is hoping to attend and if any branch or individual wishes to organise a 
party to attend this prestigious event please let me know.    

Summary.  I hope you agree we are getting there.  Your continued assistance and 
support is greatly appreciated and will ensure The REME Association survives and 
thrives.  We cannot do it without you.  Please forward this email widely within your 
branches and areas to ensure as many as possible are receiving it directly.  Watch 
out for the Useful Info and share it widely.  Thank you. 

  

Arte et Marte, 
 

Stuart  
  

Lt Col (Retd) Stuart Cowen | REME Association Project Lead | RHQ REME, The Prince Philip 
Barracks, MoD Lyneham, CHIPPENHAM, SN15 4XX 

 
Tel Mob: 07590 848766  

https://3.exchange2010.livemail.co.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=bbELLyGT1lvTYI_HVK3WvpAQYwHJiRUU4lO3i38cW1PN393WgwPWCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2fforcespensionsociety.org%2f

