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 NUMBER 24 – Dec 19 

REME Bulletin.  This is published every few months and of course is aimed squarely at the serving 
community.  Nevertheless there is much of interest and relevance to REME Veterans and Colonel 
REME has agreed to publish a copy ‘behind the wire’ on the REME Charity website.  You will need a 

login for access so if you don’t have one yet go to  https://remecharity.org/ and click ‘Join’ at top right of 

the homepage.  Leave your details and away you go.       

REME WW2 Veterans.  The author Robin Cross is seeking Veterans of WW2 to tell their story.  His 

new book ‘Veterans’, will comprise detailed interviews with surviving members of UK armed and 

intelligence services in WW2 plus civilian counterparts.  These interviews will be placed in context by his 

text and will be submitted to the interviewees for their approval before publication.  From the REME 

aspect, of particular interest will be major operations like Normandy Landings, Italian Campaign and the 

crossing of the Rhine but he will consider any contribution to the WW2 effort.  We already have three 

REME WW2 Veterans on board and you may know of more.  If you are or you know of anyone that 

would like to be involved please send a brief summary to me and I will pass on contact details to Robin.   

Cenotaph 2019.  I was honoured to make my debut at the Cenotaph this year having left the service in 

2017.  I joined Andy Langwith and Brian Cottington in the REME Association contingent.  For those yet 

to march or take part I can wholeheartedly recommend it.  It is of course both humbling and very moving 

to be part of the national remembrance event.  As a REME Veteran you can apply to march with Andy 

and Brian or you could be involved with any one of our other organisations such as Arborfield Old Boys 

and REME Recovery Mechanics to name but two.  Also most other cap-badged contingents have 

REME Veterans marching alongside e.g. Nick Daniel a former Driver REME marches with 16/5 Lancers 

from his time in the LAD.  For information ahead of the 2020 event give Hayley in RHQ REME or indeed 

myself a shout.        

Festival of Remembrance.  Similarly, my wife Sara and I were delighted to secure seats for this year’s 

festival at the Royal Albert Hall.  This is a Royal British Legion event so firstly, you must be a member 

and secondly you must apply very quickly when they open the phone lines and on-line lists.  If you are 

quick off the mark you stand a good chance of getting tickets.  For info – give me a shout.      

UCAS Applications for Veterans. UCAS has published guidance for potential students from a UK 
Armed Forces background.  Following collaboration between the MOD, UCAS and the Service 
Children’s Progression (SCiP) Alliance, UCAS has released a new information and advice page for 
students from a UK Armed Forces background and it is now live on   

https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/applying-university/individual-needs/students-uk-armed-forces-

background   

 

https://remecharity.org/
https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/applying-university/individual-needs/students-uk-armed-forces-background
https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/applying-university/individual-needs/students-uk-armed-forces-background
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Cpl Connor Roe MBE.  You will all recall the magnificent and heroic cave rescue of a boys’ football 

team and their coaches in Thailand last year.  What you may not know is that one of the rescue team 

was a REME VM named Connor Roe.  As a world class cave diver Connor received the phone call 

from the British Cave Rescue Council and was on his way to Thailand within hours.  He is now 

posted to DSEME Lyneham and able to provide his inspirational story first hand to new members of 

the Corps.  Welcome Connor and well done.  

VE and VJ Day.  Hayley has received an email from the Royal British Legion reaching out to VE 
Day and VJ Day veterans.  Following this year’s major commemorative events, the RBL is now 
developing plans for events in 2020 marking the 75th anniversary of both VE Day in early-May and 
VJ Day in August. The RBL has already been allocated Libor funds for these activities and their 
Trustees have also set aside funds in support.  The ambition is to create a positive experience for 
the relevant veterans in much the same way as the nation witnessed over the extended D Day 75 
programme in June. To achieve similar levels of engagement, they must use every communication 
link available to effectively reach out to this senior demographic, many of whom are neither digitally 
connected nor necessarily well supported by a network of nearby friends and neighbours.   
 
This is where we come in.  If you are aware of a REME, indeed any cap-badged veteran linked to VE 
Day and VJ Day and are happy to be involved please let Hayley or I know and we will put you/them 
in touch with the RBL.  The RBL has VE Day and VJ Day websites containing full details.   
   
Jim Fox. WO2 Kelvin Redshaw, our Welfare WO, Ms Bev Bate, our SO2 Benevolence and I went to 

visit Jim earlier this week to take him his Corps Christmas card and other gifts. Sadly, he can no 

longer live at home and has moved into a care home in Marlborough. He was on good form and 

appreciated the visit. Anyone within reach of Marlborough is welcome to visit and he would be 

delighted to see you particularly if you served with him. Please contact me for details.  

Groups.  A reminder of what a Group is under the less restrictive REME 75 Rules.  REME 

Association Group is the title given to any informal grouping of the REME Family that wishes to get 

together as frequently or as infrequently as they wish under the banner of The REME Association.  

There is no structure, no appointments, no formalities just a bunch of like-minded people with a 

shared background within the Corps or with a connection to the Corps who want to get together 

every once in a while.  All we need is someone to act as a point of contact within the Group.  For 

some of our branches it was proving difficult to find willing volunteers to fill the branch appointment 

slots so they decided that rather than close they would reform as a Group.  Additionally we have 

some new Groups formed overseas.  If you live abroad there may be one in your neck of the woods.  

For any more information – please give me or your regional Rep a shout.    

LS&GC Clasps/Bars.  A number of you have commented upon seeing clasps/bars to the Long 

Service and Good Conduct Medal at recent parades and remembrance services.  These rules were 

changed in 2014 to include officers and indeed the clasps/bars for longer service from 2016.  

Claps/Bars are now normally awarded at the 25 and 35 year points (providing you’ve still not been 

caught of course!).  If you are eligible it is possible the Medals Office has not caught up with you yet 

so please have a look at the info and if you fit the bill – apply.  https://www.gov.uk/guidance/medals-

campaigns-descriptions-and-eligibility#current-meritorious-and-long-service-medals 

By the way, still no word on the process for applying for our Veterans’ ID Card!  We didn’t really 

believe ‘by the end of 2019’ did we? 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.britishlegion.org.uk%2Fget-involved%2Fremembrance%2Fremembrance-events%2Fve-day-75&data=02%7C01%7Chayley.bodman100%40mod.gov.uk%7C9b676ce1610e4b91520f08d76f4caa63%7Cbe7760ed5953484bae95d0a16dfa09e5%7C0%7C0%7C637100247373218662&sdata=xMCD1FaZyBo2DtkL4wkGEHtxrDdw8vJrdf90Fie0RNQ%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.britishlegion.org.uk%2Fget-involved%2Fremembrance%2Fremembrance-events%2Fvj-day-75&data=02%7C01%7Chayley.bodman100%40mod.gov.uk%7C9b676ce1610e4b91520f08d76f4caa63%7Cbe7760ed5953484bae95d0a16dfa09e5%7C0%7C0%7C637100247373228660&sdata=5%2BKrYwzWfdEmNwJBlek3qU2O3j4qpPNqPwcYdYF6qos%3D&reserved=0
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/medals-campaigns-descriptions-and-eligibility#current-meritorious-and-long-service-medals
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/medals-campaigns-descriptions-and-eligibility#current-meritorious-and-long-service-medals
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Dakar 2020.  We were recently made aware that former REME Cpl Neil Hawker has entered the 2020 
Dakar Rally which is taking place in Saudi Arabia in early January.  Riding number 102, his aim is to 
finish in the top 30 of this gruelling 12 day event.  Starting on the 5th Jan competitors will navigate 
through the desert using a road book which is issued daily.  The total mileage over the 12 days is 
7500km, and to give you a feel of the event, on the first day Neil will cover 752km of which 319km is a 
timed special stage.  On finishing the day, Neil will then have to service and maintain his bike for the 
next day; changing both tyres, filters, oil etc.  Riding in the Malle Moto (Originals) class he is 
unsupported nor allowed any external assistance, it’s all down to him.  When the bike is done, he’ll put 
up his tent and get some sleep.  The next morning he’ll be up at 4am, breakfast and depart on his 
scheduled time.  Temperatures will range from between -2 to +30oC in a single day.  It sounds very 
demanding if you ask me!  We wish him all the very best.  You can follow his daily progress on 
Eurosport TV, on the Dakar website or on Facebook (Neil Hawker 41 Dakar 2020). 
 
Armed Forces Pensions – Annual Allowance.  Many of you will have followed the cases highlighted 

in the NHS where senior consultants and other staff are declining additional work as it often results in 

punitive tax charges i.e. it costs them more than they earn!  There are some current and recently 

retired Armed Forces Pension Scheme members similarly affected.  This is causing concern as some 

may well decline promotion if the result is an individual is worse off overall.  It is also not just the well-

paid very senior officers who are affected.  Many organisations are pressing for change alongside the 

BMA including the Forces Pension Society.  I will keep monitoring.        

The McCloud Case.  Similarly, this case successfully brought by Judges and Firefighters contending 

the ‘transitional arrangements’ of their older schemes will affect other public sector pension schemes 

including the AFPS15.  What we don’t know is how or when but what we do know is the MoD has set 

aside £1.9Bn to cope with the potential fallout.  A significant sum.  Those in the AFPS15 scheme are 

advised to sit tight until the full impact and details are known.     

Pensions Unclaimed. Anyone serving after 1975 is normally entitled to some form of Armed Forces 

Pension, provided minimum length of service is achieved. The minimum service usually depends upon 

the respective pension scheme into which the individual is enrolled. In some cases this minimum can 

be very low which is not widely known or publicised resulting in many millions of pounds lying 

unclaimed. Unsurprisingly, the Government will not come looking for an individual once they reach the 

qualifying age, usually 60 or 65 depending upon which scheme, the onus is on us all to claim. There 

are many former servicemen and women and their widows and widowers in some cases, unaware 

they may be entitled as they think their relatively few years of service does not qualify. Wrong - it may 

well do so. To find out go to the link below:  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/pensions-and-compensation-for-veterans  

Forces Pension Society. I am sure you are all aware of the good work the Society does on our behalf 

but if not check out their website. There is a charge for membership but you never know when you 

might need them. https://forcespensionsociety.org  

Summary.  A Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to you and all your loved ones.  Please keep 

your feedback coming – I’ll keep compiling these for as long you keep reading them!    

Arte et Marte.   

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/pensions-and-compensation-for-veterans
https://forcespensionsociety.org/

