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 NUMBER 20 – May 19 

Membership Portal.  Up and running.  Many thanks to Rachael for her tremendous work getting this 

off the ground.  Inevitably, we are suffering teething problems as the auto-ack is failing but an email to 

the membership address is successfully generated.  I am responding to all and then Bev and Pam in 

the Welfare Dept or Rach and Hayley are providing your login details.  Your patience is appreciated.  

For those not yet registered go to https://remecharity.org/ and click ‘Join’.  Then follow the registration 

instructions.  Spread the word.   

The aim is to provide a ‘one stop shop’ for all REME Charity information including REME Institution, 

Benevolence, Welfare, Craftsman, Sports/Adv Trg and of course REME Association.  Eventually, RHQ 

REME aims to provide all Corps information here such as Corps Instructions, Promotion Boards etc. 

indeed everything we need to know whether serving, regular, reserves or retired.                 

REME Association Reunion 2019 and Annual Conference.  It was terrific to see so many of you at 

the 2019 Reunion and Annual Conference last month and many thanks for the feedback forms.  The 

Standards Parade on Saturday evening was a highlight and we were all full of wonder and admiration 

to see our standard bearers hanging on in the face of an at times gale force wind!  They make ‘em 

tough in REME.  Next year’s event is in the diary for the weekend 8th to 11th May 2020.  More details 

in the next Newsletter following a careful study of your feedback forms.    

REME Association Executive Regional Reps.  Bob Hambly of the SE and London region has had to 

stand down due to other commitments and Bob Hamilton of SW region has indicated he would like to 

stand down later this year.  Firstly we thank them both for their outstanding contribution and service 

and secondly we seek replacement representatives.  If you are from the SE region and would like to 

volunteer please give me a shout.  We have a volunteer for the SW region already but if you would like 

to be considered alongside in an election please also give me a shout.  Your commitment as the 

Regional Rep is to act as the point of contact providing two-way communication to the members in 

your region, keep up to date with their activities and needs and most importantly seek and represent 

their views at the Executive Committee which meets twice a year.   

REME Charity – Armed Forces Covenant.  It goes without saying that The REME Charity is wholly 
committed to supporting the Armed Forces.  The clue is in the name!  Consequently, the Charity’s 
Executive has now formally signed the Armed Forces Covenant.  A surprising number of Forces 
Charities are not so signed up so it is something we needed to put right in our own case.  
 
Public Liability Insurance.  Many of you have asked about this to ensure your branches are covered 

for events.  Our Corps Secretary Lt Col (Retd) Mike Tizard is assured you are!  He has spoken with 

our insurers and they confirm that our branches have both employers’ liability and public liability 

insurance through our main policy for up to £5M.  Rachael has uploaded the relevant certificates to the 

REME Charity website on the Members’ Portal so download them if you need them.  You will need to 

be registered and logged in as I explained earlier above.     

 

https://remecharity.org/
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Royal British Legion Op BANNER 50 – 14 Aug 19.  Details were in the last Newsletter and don’t 

forget Hayley needs your bids.  Those eligible who wish to attend please bid to Hayley at 

Hayley.bodman100@mod.gov.uk or call 01249 89 4524 by Fri 7 Jun 19.       

REME at BATUS.  MEDMAN has moved on but REME tradesmen and women are still heavily 
involved in BATUS.  This is what the guys are up to now.   
 
https://www.forces.net/stem/exercise-prairie-phoenix-how-reme-keep-fleet-tanks-battle-
ready?utm_source=Forces+Network+Newsletter&utm_campaign=63f1b94d50-
EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_05_21_05_39&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_25712c5f6f-63f1b94d50-
441001569  
 
St Peter’s Church, Barker Barracks, Paderborn.  Many of us have served in Paderborn and will 
recall fondly the St Eligius Stained Glass Window in the Garrison Church.  The REME Charity is 
investigating the removal of this window and its transport back to the UK.  Costs may be prohibitive but 
we are looking to see what is possible.  I’ll keep you posted. 
 
Manchester Metrolink – Free Travel.  An outstanding initiative from Manchester.  Members of the 
Armed Forces are now able to travel for free on Metrolink out-of-uniform after Transport for Greater 
Manchester (TfGM) reaffirmed its Armed Forces Covenant.  Regular or reserve members will be able 
to travel for free after 9.30am Monday to Friday all year round, including all day on weekends and 
Armistice Day, Remembrance Sunday and Armed Forces Day, as long as they carry their military 
identification card.  There is no need to purchase a ticket, all you need to do is produce your Military ID 
card to an inspector if requested.  

Veterans carrying their veterans badge or form of military identification, will also be able to travel for 
free all day on Armistice Day, Remembrance Sunday and Armed Forces Day. Cadets travelling in 
uniform will also be able to travel for free on those days.  Let’s hope other cities follow suit! 

Operational Honours and Awards.  You may have seen that REME VM, LCpl Lewis Staton MBE of 3 
Armd CS Bn REME in Paderborn has been awarded the MBE for service on operations in Somalia.  
Congratulations from us all and here is a short summary of the citation: 
 
Lewis, from Wirral, was deployed to Somalia as part of a 46-man team to offer and deliver training 

to the Ethiopian National Defence Force and other soldiers from the African United Mission in 

Somalia. 

This involved overcoming languages obstacles, maintenance and supply issues relating to the 

ENDF’s three main battle tanks. Their vehicles were constantly being blown up by IEDs and then 

dumped in a vehicle graveyard. Lewis devised an impressive training package consisting of lessons 

and practical courses, resulting in the tanks being brought back into service to provide the ENDF 

with enhanced force protection.   

Well done Lewis, the REME Association is very proud of you.   

Lt Col Neil Stace REME.  Many of us will have watched with interest Neil’s participation in the Great 
British Sewing Bee on BBC TV in 2015.  Neil reached the Final and narrowly missed out on the top 
prize as series winner.  Neil has a new initiative to support the homeless and vulnerable with the 
Charity ‘Alabare Homes for Veterans’.  To find out how you can help go to:   
  
https://www.forces.net/military-life/forces-charities/sew-your-appreciation-our-armed-forces-urges-
sewing-soldier         

mailto:Hayley.bodman100@mod.gov.uk
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BW Legal.  You will recall that Richard Camidge has offered us free or discounted legal services 

through his contacts for which we are very grateful.  Richard has been in touch regarding a course 

his firm recently offered to help with debt problems.  He is happy for me to post the link so please 

spread the word to anyone you know in the REME Family that may be struggling and if they want to 

take it any further give me a shout. 

https://www.bwlegal.co.uk/news/bw-legal-delivers-debt-rehabilitation-training-to-simon-on-the-streets/ 

Armed Forces Pensions.  One to be aware of – but no more at this stage.  When Armed Forces 

Pension Scheme 2015 (AFPS15) was introduced it contained ‘transitional arrangements’ for those 

born before 1 Apr 67 who were not required to switch and could remain on their old schemes of 

AFPS75 or AFPS05.  Similar ‘transitional arrangements’ were introduced for some other public 

sector groups.  There is an ongoing case brought by Firefighters and Judges to challenge these 

arrangements.  I will keep a watching brief.   

Pensions Unclaimed.  Anyone serving after 1975 is normally entitled to some form of Armed 

Forces Pension, provided minimum length of service is achieved.  The minimum service usually 

depends upon the respective pension scheme into which the individual is enrolled.  In some cases 

this minimum can be very low which is not widely known or publicised resulting in many millions of 

pounds lying unclaimed.  Unsurprisingly, the Government will not come looking for an individual 

once they reach the qualifying age, usually 60 or 65 depending upon which scheme, the onus is on 

us all to claim.  There are many former servicemen and women and their widows and widowers in 

some cases, unaware they may be entitled as they think their relatively few years of service does 

not qualify.  Wrong - it may well do so.  To find out go to the link below: 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/pensions-and-compensation-for-veterans  

Forces Pension Society.  For pensions advice and enquiries there are many sources of advice 

and information available to Veterans.  An example is The Forces Pension Society and many of you 

I am sure will be members (as I am).  They do charge a membership fee but you may find it is 

money well spent.  The Society home page is at the link below:     

https://forcespensionsociety.org/  

Summary.  That concludes the latest Newsletter.  Please continue to pass on to me any snippets 

you pick up that are worthy of mention and I will include them in future editions.  Keep your 

feedback coming and have a great summer.    

Arte et Marte.   

https://www.bwlegal.co.uk/news/bw-legal-delivers-debt-rehabilitation-training-to-simon-on-the-streets/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/pensions-and-compensation-for-veterans
https://forcespensionsociety.org/

