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 NUMBER 18 – Mar 19 

REME Memorial Garden.  Many of you will be aware that the grounds of The REME Museum has a 

Memorial Garden dedicated to the memory of those fallen servicemen and women repatriated through 

RAF Lyneham.  This is an MOD not a Corps facility.  Thanks to outstanding voluntary work, in 

particular by Gaye Timbrell a civil servant working at DSEME, there will be a REME Memorial Garden 

opening this year close to RHQ REME and the Corps Chaplaincy Centre.  Watch out for Gaye’s story 

in Craftsman Magazine later this year.             

Berlin and Helmstedt Provost Company.  Fred Winter, a former RMP WO2 has been in touch to 

track down any REME tradesmen or women that may have served in the various RMP units 

responsible for Autobahn Control between Helmstedt and Berlin until the closure of Checkpoint Alpha 

in October 1990.  Fred is organising a visit to Helmstedt to coincide with the 75th anniversary of the 

opening of the checkpoint on 1 July 1945.  The visit also coincides with the 30th anniversary of the 

closure of the checkpoint in October 1990 following the fall of the Berlin Wall and reunification of 

Germany.  Anyone that may have served in those units and would like to join the trip and reunion next 

year, let me know and I will put you in touch with Fred.      

Commando Log, Chivenor.  For those that may not have noticed on the news in recent days the 

MOD has announced a U-Turn on closure of some Royal Marines bases including Commando Log at 

Chivenor where many REME personnel have served over the years.  The base will not now be closing.  

Good news.     

REME Association Roadshows 2019.  I am delighted to say that Colonel REME has agreed the 

Association Roadshows for this year can be combined with the Soldiers’ Roadshows that he conducts 

with the Corps ASM and other key RHQ REME staff in Catterick and Tidworth.  This is terrific news 

and will ensure REME Veterans are kept up to date with Corps news and developments as far as 

possible and have the opportunity to mix with those currently serving.  Thanks Colonel Andy and stand 

by for dates.   

REME Association Reunion 2019.  The 2019 Reunion is returning to Coventry over the weekend of 

26 to 29 April 2019 and still has vacancies.  Please spread the word and book in with Shirley.  Her 

details are at the link below.   

http://iowtours.com/reunionsevents/ 

REME Museum.  Delighted to announce The REME Museum has gained the Visit England Hidden 
Gem Award for 2019.  This is a tremendous honour and national recognition.  I am sure you will join 
me in congratulating the Museum Director, Major (Retd) Rick Henderson, and all his staff on a job well 
done.  The Museum is firmly established in our new Home of Corps and is thriving.  Please make sure 
it is on your list for a visit in 2019.   

http://iowtours.com/reunionsevents/
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Amazon and REME Charity Links.  An exciting initiative is underway.  The REME Charity now has a 
direct link with smile.amazon.co.uk.  This is Amazon’s charitable arm and provides the opportunity for 
all to choose a charity that receives a donation to the value of 0.5% for any purchases made on 
Amazon.  For those that wish to support The REME Charity, go to Amazon Smile and select The 
REME Charity as your chosen charity and the donation happens automatically for any purchases 
made.  There are no additional charges and item prices are the same as when entering the Amazon 
site via normal channels.  There is no need to change your Amazon account but you must access it via 
Smile.  If we all did it that would be a heck of a lot of 0.5% donations rolling in.  I won’t provide a link as 
it may be different for those with and without accounts currently.  Just type ‘smile amazon’ in your 
search engine and go from there.   

Veterans - Housing.  The MOD has announced that all those leaving the Armed Forces and their 
families are now entitled to service accommodation for 12 months rather than 6 months.  This will 
provide vital additional breathing space at a rather stressful time.   

Veterans’ ID Cards.  In addition to retaining their ID Card (MOD Form 90) all those leaving the Service 
from December 2018 are now issued a Veterans’ ID Card.  Those of us that have already transitioned 
to civilian life will be able to apply for a Veterans’ ID Card later this year.  I will keep my ear to the 
ground and let you know when the process has been finalised and announced.    

Medals News.   

OSM.  The Medal Office has announced delays are affecting the supply of the Operational Service 

Medal (OSM) for Iraq and Syria.  These delays are expected to be resolved later this month. 

Op SHADER.  The MOD has announced that those serving outside the normal theatres of Iraq and 

Syria are entitled to the Op Shader medal without clasp.  This is to recognise the service of those such 

as Remotely Piloted Air System operators based in UK and USA and tri-service ground crew and 

logistics personnel based in RAF Akrotiri.  Details at the link below.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-medal-awarded-to-recognise-the-changing-character-of-

warfare 

South Atlantic Medal (Without Rosette).  Quite old news but I am not sure it is widely known.  The 

MOD announced a wee while ago that the eligibility date for service in The Falkland Islands/South 

Atlantic was to be extended to 21 October 1982.  Op CORPORATE continued beyond the conflict and 

many REME officers and soldiers serving in the immediate aftermath were previously ineligible for the 

medal without rosette as they arrived in theatre later than the former qualifying end date in July 1982.  

This has now changed.  Any individual that had completed 30 days service in the qualifying areas, 

including Seagoing, by 21 October 1982 is now entitled to apply for the South Atlantic Medal Without 

Rosette.  Many served in 2 Fd Wksp and in support of Sapper Squadrons in particular throughout 1982 

and they may now be eligible for the medal.  Better late than never!  Here’s the details.         

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/medals-campaigns-descriptions-and-eligibility 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-medal-awarded-to-recognise-the-changing-character-of-warfare
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-medal-awarded-to-recognise-the-changing-character-of-warfare
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/medals-campaigns-descriptions-and-eligibility


3 
 

 

 

Veterans UK.  I am sure you are all aware that the Veterans UK website is available to us all and is 
a useful one stop shop for issues such as medals, armed forces compensation and pensions 
etc.  Here’s the link.   

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/veterans-uk 

Armed Forces Pensions.  Anyone serving after 1975 is normally entitled to some form of Armed 

Forces Pension, provided minimum length of service is achieved.  The minimum service usually 

depends upon the respective pension scheme into which the individual is enrolled.  In some cases 

this minimum can be very low which is not widely known or publicised resulting in many millions of 

pounds lying unclaimed.  Unsurprisingly, the Government will not come looking for an individual 

once they reach the qualifying age, usually 60 or 65 depending upon which scheme, the onus is on 

us all to claim.  There are many former servicemen and women unaware they may be entitled as 

they think their relatively few years of service does not qualify.  Wrong - it may well do so.  Similarly, 

there are many widows and widowers unaware they are entitled to an Armed Forces Pension via 

their deceased spouse and his/her service.  To find out go to the link below: 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/pensions-and-compensation-for-veterans 

LE Officers’ Pensions.  There are many instances of LE officers with less than 5 years 

commissioned service receiving incorrect pension payments on retirement.  Any LE officer with 

more than 2 years but less than 5 years commissioned service is entitled to an uplift but some have 

slipped through the net and are only receiving their WO rated pension.  If you are, or you know of 

anyone, in this category – check it out. 

Forces Pension Society.    I am sure you are all aware of the good work the Society does on our 

behalf but if not check out their website.  There is a charge for membership but you never know 

when you might need them.   

https://forcespensionsociety.org/ 

Summary.  That concludes the latest Newsletter.  Sharp eyed readers may spot some items 

repeated from previous Newsletters/Updates.  I make no apologies for this as many more former 

REME officers and soldiers and their families are joining our distribution list each month and some 

items are pretty important e.g. pensions eligibility.  We all remember ‘Repeat Orders’ from Part 

Ones – same principle applies.  I will keep repeats to the minimum – I promise.  Please continue to 

pass on to me any snippets you pick up that are worthy of mention and I will include them in future 

editions.  Keep your feedback coming and I hope to see as many of you as possible at the REME 

Association Reunion next month.  

Arte et Marte.   
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